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— The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address -- 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE I MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )[X] Responsive to communication(s) filed on 3/22/2004 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) D Claim(s) is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 0 Claim(s) is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) Q Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.0 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

30 Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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1) □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) O Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 
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Art Unit: 3624 

DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 
The reply filed on March 22, 2004 is not fully responsive to the prior Office Action 
because of the following omission(s) or matter(s): The claims as originally presented cite 
"a system and a method for providing investment advice to investors" whereas the 
amended claims recite "a system and a method for generating and adaptively updating a 
customized portfolio of trade recommendations". Also amended claims include the steps 
of "receiving over a computer network a plurality of investment strategies from a 
plurality of investment advisors, each of the investment strategies being updated 
periodically and including a plurality of trade recommendations wherein each of the trade 
recommendations specifies a financial instrument and terms necessary for trading the 
financial instrument in a respective financial market", "applying investor-defined 
management weights to the investment strategies to generate a weighted portfolio of trade 
recommendations, the management weights defining the percentage of investor portfolio 
funds available for investing in the subscribed investment strategies" and "delivering the 
weighted portfolio of trade recommendations to the investor over the computer network 
during a trade recommendation distribution period" which are not present in the original 
claims. Hence it is clear that the two methods are different in scope and utility. From 
the discussions above and as explained by the examiner to the applicant's 
representative during the interview on March 3, 2004, the two methods are distinct and 
different inventions. See 37 CFR 1.111. Also the two inventions require substantially 
different searches. The applicant elected the former invention by original presentation. 
The rejection of the original claims as discussed in the office action stands. (See MPEP 
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8.21.03) Since the above-mentioned reply appears to be bona fide, applicant is given 
ONE (1) MONTH or THIRTY (30) DAYS from the mailing date of this notice, 
whichever is longer, within which to supply the omission or correction in order to avoid 
abandonment. EXTENSIONS OF THIS TIME PERIOD MAY BE GRANTED UNDER 
37CFR 1.136(a). 

2. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dr. Narayanswamy Subramanian whose telephone 
number is (703) 305-4878. The examiner can normally be reached Monday-Thursday 
from 8:30 AM to 7:00 PM. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Vincent Millin can be reached at (703) 308- 
1065. The fax number for Formal or Official faxes and Draft or Informal faxes to The 
Patent Office is (703) 872-9306. Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status 
of this application should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number 
is (703) 308-1113. 

N. Subramanian 
July 12, 2004 




